Moonlit Snowshoe hike scheduled

We are planning a moonlight snowshoe hike for ol 2t Hailstone (main
marina) starting at 7:30 PM. There is no chargadbunations are always
welcome. We will be serving cookies and hot cocBkease call Hailstone at 435-
649-9540 to reserve your spot and snowshoes ifatked

We are also planning a starlight snowshoe hiké/farch 7th at Hailstone starting
at 7:00 PM. Hike under the stars and then joimJeétersen for a star show.
There is no charge but donations are always welcdie will be serving cookies
and hot cocoa. Please call Hailstone at 435-64@-%& reserve your spot and
snowshoes if needed.

Don't feed the deer

Wildlife biologists have some advice to help Utakeer make it through the last
few weeks of winter:

If you're concerned about a group of deer, callth@rest Division of Wildlife
Resources office. If the DWR personnel you talkwaten't familiar with the
situation, they'll send a biologist or a conseatfficer to check it out.

Keep your dogs inside your yard. If you decideatcetyour dogs out of your
yard, keep them on a leash so
they don't chase and harass deer.
Don't disturb deer. Keep your
distance from them.

Don't feed the deer!
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"y X g DWR biologists are watching deer
iy across Utah closely this winter.
They're also monitoring how cold it is

.' e N b and how deep the snow is.
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On Feb. 1, conditions in Cache, Weber, Morgan amdr8it counties reached a
point that biologists decided that the deer in ¢haeas needed to be fed.

The biologists are feeding pellets to the deer dnatspecifically designed for their
complex digestive systems. Sportsmen are help@ditiiogists feed the deer.



"We're watching deer across the state closely,$ €agig McLaughlin, Wildlife
Section chief for the DWR. "Parts of northern Ugah the only places where
conditions have gotten severe enough that we lieall¢er should be fed."

Deer can't eat most foods

Even though the DWR has started feeding deer, gigtlo are urging people not to
feed deer on their own—in northern Utah or anywhert@e state.

McLaughlin says deer have a complex digestive gyskttay and apples are among
the items that people often feed deer. "If themmst are added suddenly to a deer's
diet, and in large quantities, the deer can't ditfesm properly,” he says. "Deer
that eat foods given to them by people can devéilmphea. They can also develop
another digestion-related problem that's similgsdople getting the trots when
they visit a foreign country.

"Either of these can be a death sentence for the"de
Deer in good shape

McLaughlin says deer across Utah built up goodrueseof body fat this summer
and fall. "The deer went into the winter in excetlshape," he says.

Deer that go into the winter in good condition canally survive 30 to 60 days of
severe weather.

"We appreciate how concerned people are aboutdlelterds," McLaughlin says.
"That concern shows that people care.

"The best thing you can do to help the deer thigaviis to keep your distance
from them, and don't feed them," he says. "If ewpeyacross Utah will do that, the
state's deer herds should get through the wintgoad shape."

Emergency Winter Feeding

Do deer need the extra help?

Mule deer have lived in Utah for centuries, weatiggeven the coldest, snowiest
winters. If the deer live on good range, they uguatter the winter with high
reserves of body fat stored during summer andTak challenges of winter are
part of the deer’s normal annual cycle, and extmpextremely harsh times of
prolonged cold and deep snow, this hardy specikshrive wherever there is
high-quality habitat.



How could it hurt for citizens to help feed the deg?

Although well-intentioned residents and sportsmenaaxious to help local deer

herds, providing supplemental food can actuallya lokeath sentence. In the wild,

deer feed largely on browse—the twigs and leavegoaidy plants—and their

complex digestive systems cannot adjust to a sudddrramatic change in diet.

Consequently, any new and unfamiliar food (like,i@yn or apples) is not

digested unless it is gradually added to the @eer literally die of starvation with

full stomachs—sometimes within feet of feedingistad!
A mule deer
doe in wintry
terrain
There are other
important
reasons why
the public
should not
attempt to feed
deer during the
winter months:
» Feeding
stations alter
deer
movements
and can affect

migration patterns.

» Deer gather in large groups at feeding statiomskeecome accustomed to

handouts.

* Larger, stronger animals obtain most of the fawki)e fawns receive little or no

nourishment.

» Concentrations of deer can degrade habitat imsanear the feeding site and

increase the chance of disease outbreaks, particalaonic wasting disease

(CWD).

» Feeding within or close to neighborhoods can dg@namental shrubs and

other landscaping.

* Providing food too close to roadways can increbessr-auto accidents, reduce

deer survival and raise concerns about human safetyroperty damage.

Will the DWR ever routinely feed deer in the winter?
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) isromitted to building healthy
deer herds. Our winter-feeding policy calls fordeg deer only undezxtremely



critical conditions, when large losses of adultrdae expected. To prevent or
minimize such a die-off, we will institute emerggrieeding. This happens only
after biologists have verified that deer are inrgaoysical condition, and the
winter weather outlook is grim.

Under normal weather conditions, deer enteringatimer months in good
physical condition can survive 30—60 days of secetd. As harsh weather
arrives, DWR biologists begin weekly monitoringtbé physical condition of
deer. They also keep a close eye on area tempesaind snow depths.
Winter-feeding research

Research conducted by Utah State University coedudat winter-feeding sites
did not help deer achieve higher survival ratelsatter fawn production (USU MS
thesis, Chris Peterson). This research recommemdedving emergency feeding
for extreme weather conditions—when snow depthsraeeherous and
temperatures are very low.

Feeding is also an expensive project. In orderdwige population-wide benefits,
feeding sites must be distributed over large ai®ase routine feeding begins, it
must be continued until spring growth provides deign natural food sources. The
staggering financial cost and logistical challen§&nding a large number of
feeding sites daily—for periods as long as threatime—is daunting.

Is there a better solution?

The DWR believes the best way to ensure the fudtitkdtah’s deer herds is to
protect and improve deer habitat, particularly ontar range. Deer that obtain
good nutrition during the summer and fall will lmelietter physical condition and
capable of withstanding longer periods of severatiaer. These same deer will
produce larger fawns—with higher survival rates—andure continued herd
growth.

DWR SHUFFLES SHEEP

MOAB — Wildlife biologists
recently captured 30 desert bighorn
sheep and placed them in a new
home.

The Division of Wildlife
Resources captured the sheep at
several sites in southeastern Utah.
After capturing the sheep, the
biologists transplanted them to



John's Canyon, a tributary of the San Juan Rivee.river empties into the Glen
Canyon National Recreation Area and Lake Powell.

DWR Wildlife Manager Bill Bates says wild sipe@nce lived in John's Canyon
but were extirpated decades ago. The recent tiamsglthe first step in bringing
sheep back to the canyon. The biologists collesteglus animals from healthy
herds near Green River and Moab, and then trudiesd south.

Bighorns inhabit steep, rocky terrain thabest accessed by helicopter. The

DWR contracted Pathfinder Helicopter Services lher ¢apture project.

Sheep were located by flying over terrain vehggwod-sized populations are
known to occur. Once the sheep were located, theieas fired a net from the
helicopter that entangled the animals. The captsinegp were then secured in a
nylon sleeve and flown to a staging area for atheaspection, and then transfer
to a horse trailer. After collecting a trailer foll sheep, the woolies were trucked
to their new home near the Utah-Arizona border.

The new herd consists of five rams, 22 ewelstlree lambs. The habitat in
John's Canyon is similar to the habitat in the athay were taken from. The
canyon features craggy cliffs and a permanent veaterce. With some luck, the
herd should grow to its former size.



