
Wild Outdoors Festival becomes “Utah’s Biggest Outdoor Toybox” 
The Wild Outdoors Festival will 
transform Thanksgiving Point 
and surrounding areas into 
“Utah’s biggest Outdoor 
Toybox,” June 6-7 to kick off 
summer activities and fun.  
 
Hosted by Brian Brinkerhoff, of 
Backcountry Utah and the 
Backcountry Radio Network, 
this event will provide a variety 
of “Hand’s-On” activities for 
the entire family. To celebrate 
Utah’s rich and vibrant outdoor 
lifestyle, this event will 
introduce visitors to activities 
ranging from radio controlled 
cars and airplanes to panning 
for gold. More traditional 
activities will include the youth 
fishing pond, OHV test track 
and state of the art archery 
range, presented by Bowhunters 
of Utah and Humphries 
Archery. 

  
Sportsman’s Warehouse is sponsoring several activities including precision and distance fly 
casting competitions, where winners could pick up a $300 Gift Certificate. Big Al Morris from 
Hunter’s Specialties will provide elk and predator calling demonstrations on Saturday. In addition, 
Carl Taylor and Buck Gardener will do duck calling demonstrations while Billy Fennimore will 
offer turkey calling demonstrations. 
 
Families can get a sneak Peek of STIHL Timbersports Tuesday Evening at the 165 West 7200 
South location of Sportsman’s Warehouse in Midvale. This mini competition will give you a taste 
of the full event, scheduled over the weekend. Call Sportsman’s Warehouse at 801-567-1000 for 
more information. 
  
Toyota will be sponsoring the Wild West Barbecue Showdown, which will feature the best in “low 
and slow” barbecue cooking. Entries will include chicken, ribs, pork and beef brisket. Judging 
begins at noon on Saturday. Presented by the Utah Barbecue Association, participants will be 
available to answer questions from the public to take their summer barbecues to new levels. 
  
Camp Chef is sponsoring the Ultimate Campfire Cooking contests, which will include Ultimate 
Campfire Hot Dogs, Ultimate S’mores and Ultimate Pie Iron Recipes. Divisions include Youth, 



Ladies and Men. Prizes will be available to winners in each division and each category. 
Competitors will prepare their finest using one of six portable Camp Chef propane fire rings, 
Safety Roasting Sticks or Cooking Irons provided at the event.  Prizes awarded by Camp Chef 
include a 12" classic oven for first place, a kitchen tool set for second place and a “skookie” for 
third place. Camp Chef’s innovative Safety Roasting Sticks are a safer and easier way to prepare 
hot dogs on the campfire. Those interested can enter at any Wasatch Front Sportsman’s Warehouse 
location or through http://backcountry-utah.com  
  
To celebrate Free Fishing Day, youth will have an opportunity to catch one of 500 trout in a 
stocked pond for the event. Some anglers may want to try catching one of the big fish with the 
Aviva Fishing Buddy, a Radio Controlled Fishing Boat. Fly tying demonstrations will allow 
visitors to tie their own flies under the watchful eye of local fly fishing experts and members of the 
Utah Stonefly Society. 
  
To celebrate National Trails Day, Bill 
Fennimore, with the Wild Bird Center will 
host a bird walk along the nearby Jordan River 
Parkway on Saturday at 8:30 a.m. Meet at the 
front gate of Electric Park for a trolley ride to 
the hiking trailhead. Other trail activities 
include an OHV test track where the public 
will have an opportunity to ride several 
different vehicles to determine their power and 
abilities on a variety of terrains. Tread Lightly, 
the US Forest Service, BLM and Utah State 
Parks will be on hand to discuss opportunities, 
ethics and destinations. 
  
Nationally recognized rock crawler, Clay Egan 
will be feature rock crawling throughout the 
day and the Salt Lake Astronomical Society 
will present a star party at dusk, allowing visitors to see the rings of Saturn or other celestial 
objects in the Universe. Look to the sky for parachute treats that will be delivered by Air Gyro 
Aviation. 
 
R-3 Survival will host fire building demonstrations and competitions featuring the bowdrill and 
flint and steel. In addition, Bo Earls will teach you the skills of flintknapping to create your own 
arrowheads and spearpoints. Matt Pelton will demonstrate wild game preparation and the 
International Dutch Oven Society will showcase Dutch Oven Cooking.  
  
To connect the public with STIHL Timbersports and Utah’s timber industry, one special event will 
allow the public to cut wood slices using a cross cut saw. Smokin’ Irons will brand those wood 
slices with one of four different designs, featured at the festival.  
 



The Northern Utah Gold Prospectors Association will reveal hand’s-on gold panning techniques, 
while Minelab will show off their latest metal detectors as you sweep the area for hidden treasures.  
 
For those interested in learning more about GPS navigation, Sportsman’s Warehouse will bring 
several GPS receivers, allowing guests to find Geocache treasures or participate in a “Spot and the 
Hounds” competition. In this event, participants seek one individual-"The Spot," who uses a Spot 
Satellite Messenger to send his coordinates to cell phones of the "hounds" waiting to start the hunt. 
"Spot" wanders around the property and updates his location to the hounds and their cell phones 
through the Satellite Phone Network. Participants place the updated coordinates in their GPS and 
try to be first to reach “Spot” and win prizes. 
  
Other educational hand’s-on activities will be provided by Backcountry Horsemen of Utah, 
Campfire Companion Harmonicas, Timpanogos Cave National Monument, Hutchings Museum, 
Utah State Parks and Recreation, Utah Waterfowl Association, Utah Division of Water Resources 
and many others. 
 
Numerous prizes will be awarded to lucky visitors throughout the weekend. Prizes include a free 

flight on a gyroplane from Air Gyro Aviation, 
Sleeping Bags from Ledge Sports, two SPOT 
Satellite Messengers, an Aviva Fishing Buddy, 
Buck Gardner Duck Calls and hand crafted spear 
points from local artist, Bo Earls. 
 
The shooting sports will be represented with a BB 
gun shooting range, presented by the Friends of 
the NRA, while a virtual shooting range will be 
available courtesy of FBMG.   
 
Musical entertainment will treat visitors 
throughout the two day event and a Guitar Hero 
competition will test skills of visitors. Some 
guests will want to show off their musical skills 
on the Campfire Karaoke stage.  
 
Backcountry Utah is Utah’s longest outdoor radio 
program and currently airs on four stations across 

Utah, including Moab, Price, Heber and Saturday’s along the Wasatch Front. It is Utah’s only 
Drivetime outdoor radio segment, airing Monday-Friday mornings and afternoons. To download 
audio segments from the Drivetime show, visit 
http://www.backcountrynetwork.com/Download/Download.htm  
 
For a list of activities, visit   
http://www.backcountry-magazine.com/news/WildOutdoorsFestivalActivities5-17-08.pdf  
 
For STIHL Timbersports visit http://www.stihltimbersports.com  



 
For the biggest Bowhunter Event in Utah visit-- http://www.backcountry-
magazine.com/WildWest/WOFFlyerBOU08faster.pdf  
 
For more information on the Ultimate Campfire Cooking Contests, visit 
http://www.backcountrynetwork.com/Download/UltimateCampfireCookingContests5-18-
08.pdf  
 
For the Wild West Barbecue Showdown visit— http://www.wildwestbarbecueshowdown.com   
 
For the Wild Outdoors Festival Dates and Times visit— 
http://www.wildoutdoorsfestival.com  
 
For more information on Sportsman’s Warehouse visit  
http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.com/store.cfm?storeNum=114  
 
For more information on Toyota visit http://www.toyota.com  
 
For more information about Backcountry Utah and the Backcountry Radio Network, visit 
http://www.backcountry-utah.com  or http://backcountrynetwork.com  
 
FREE FISHING DAY-JORDANELLE STATE  PARK AND ROCK CLIFF NATURE CENTER  
Heber City-- The Nature Center at the Rock Cliff Recreation area will be conducting a Junior 
Ranger Program on June 7th   2008 at eleven am in honor of Free Fishing Day.  Children of all ages 
are welcome to participate in learning all about the fish that reside in the area. They will make a 
print of a fish on a shirt, participate in a group game, and earn their Jr. Ranger badge.  Participants 
are encouraged to bring a clean white cotton t-shirt for the craft project and to RSVP to the Nature 
Center at 435-782-3030.  Day use fee of $7.00/ carload up to 8 people applies.  Free to Utah State 
Parks pass holders.  
 
Important Days for CRP Ahead  
USDA’s Haying & Grazing Announcement has Positive and Negative implications 
 
Washington, D.C. - May 30, 2008 - Pheasants Forever (PF) and Quail Forever (QF) have a mix of 
reactions as a result of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's announcement to open more than 24 
million acres of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands to haying and grazing later this 
summer. While the move holds some habitat benefits, it does create problems for hunters this fall 
and sends the wrong message about the value of CRP to America. Also looming is the 
recurring discussion about "early-outs" from CRP contracts. 
 
On the positive, haying and grazing can be an excellent tool for landowners to perform the 
contractually required mid-contract management activities on their CRP acres. Disturbance of 
"old" grass stands does improve the cover's vigor as wildlife habitat, as well as the stand's ability 
to produce insects for young ground-nesting birds. 
 



In fact, nearly one-third of these acres are eligible for haying and grazing every year without this 
USDA announcement. The USDA appropriately opened these acres after the primary nesting 
season for ground-nesting birds has ended. Appropriately, this announcement also did not make 
some of the most environmentally sensitive CRP acres eligible for this activity. CRP practices that 
include CREP, CCRP, riparian buffers, bobwhite buffers, and the new state-specific CP 38 
wildlife practices are not eligible for haying and grazing.  
 
The move addresses escalating feed and forage costs for ranchers. Rewarding the farmers and 
ranchers that participate in CRP is a positive move for promoting the long-term enrollment of CRP 
acres as part of any successful working farm operation. Similarly, USDA also recently began the 
soil rental rate up-date process; a move PF & QF supports as an excellent step to maintaining CRP 
as an economically competitive program. 
 
However, there are significant negatives to this USDA move. First, the USDA's announcement 
sets the end date to haying and grazing at November 10th. This late date is detrimental for habitat 
and hunters, and should be moved up to October 1st or earlier. By November 10th, it 
is too late for the growth of residual grass critical as nesting habitat next spring.  
 
The decision also will have a dramatic impact on hunter access in states where public walk-in 
programs for hunters are tied to CRP acres. "Core pheasant hunting states like South Dakota, 
North Dakota, and Nebraska and quail states like Texas and Oklahoma stand to lose considerable 
fall cover for hunting opportunities depending upon how widely haying and grazing is 
implemented," explained Dave Nomsen, PF/QF's Vice President of Government Affairs.  
 
"This USDA action sends a clear message to conservationists that while we finally have a new 
Farm Bill, our work to continue CRP's legacy for wildlife and natural resources is on-going," 
added Nomsen. "The message conservationists need to deliver back to decision makers is that CRP 
acres should never be the rainy day solution to every hurdle in their path. For two years, we've 
heard of the demand for early-outs to CRP contracts to solve issues of limited commodity 
supplies and corn-based ethanol production. Today, it's a different use. Tomorrow, some other 
special interest group will want CRP acres for something else. Acres enrolled in CRP are already 
'working lands;' they are cleaning our waters, keeping our soils on the ground, creating habitat for 
wildlife, and providing opportunities for hunters. These are tangible benefits all Americans receive 
from CRP. We're hopeful this USDA announcement represents a one-time 
action to help farmers and ranchers that will also curtail pressures for early-outs. Compromising 
CRP's array of natural resource benefits will not be tolerated by conservationists, hunters, 
Pheasants Forever, or Quail Forever."  
 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever are non-profit conservation organizations dedicated to the 
protection and enhancement of pheasant, quail, and other wildlife populations in North America 
through habitat improvement, land management, public awareness, and education. PF/QF has 
more than 127,000 members in 700 local chapters across the continent.  
 
Free Fishing Events 
June 7 is Free Fishing Day  



 Free fishing events will be held across Utah on June 7. The free events are part of Free 
Fishing Day in Utah.  You don’t need a license to fish in the state on June 7. 
 
Special Fishing Events 
 

Several free 
fishing events will be 
held on Free Fishing 
Day.  Among those the 
DWR will be involved 
with are the following: 
 
NORTHERN UTAH 
LOGAN 
Bear River Celebration 
and Free Fishing Day. 
The event will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Willow Park, 419 W. 700 
S. 
 
People of all ages can 
enjoy free fishing at 
Skylar’s Pond.  

Volunteers will check out fishing equipment.  They’ll also be available to help first-time anglers. 
 
Activity booths, for those ages 4 to 18, also will be available.  The first 300 youths who visit the 
booths and complete their “passport to fun” will receive a free t-shirt.  At the interactive booths, 
youths can discover the joys of fishing and learn the importance of good water quality.  They can 
tie their own wooly bugger, experience how rivers and streams are formed, explore the life cycles 
of fish, go buggy over bugs, color for conservation, learn to cast a fishing lure and learn more 
about Leave No Trace fishing and camping! 
 
A variety of local, state and federal agencies are sponsoring the activity.  The activity promotes 
both water quality and fishing. 
 
For more information, e-mail Marni Lee with the Division of Wildlife Resources at 
marnilee@utah.gov . 
 
NORTH-CENTRAL UTAH 
MIDWAY  
“Kid’s Fishing Event,” Wasatch Mountain State Park pond, about 2 miles west of Midway. 
 
The event runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Space is limited.  Children who want to participate must 
register in advance by calling Wendy Wilson at (435) 654-1791.   



 
The DWR will stock the park’s pond with rainbow trout before the event.  The kids who 
participate will be given a presentation at 9 a.m. that teaches them about fish and fishing.  After 
they complete the presentation, the kids can fish at the pond.  Volunteers from the DWR’s 
Dedicated Hunter program will be available to help the kids fish and to help them clean their fish. 
 
Fishing poles and bait are available for kids who don’t have their own equipment. 
 
 
PROVO 
The Third Annual Utah Lake Festival will be held at Utah Lake State Park, 4400 W. Center St. 
 
Fishing equipment will be available for use at no charge, and fishing workshops will be held every 
hour beginning at 10 a.m.  The workshops will be held in the state park visitor center.  At the 
workshops, expert anglers will share their fishing tips and great locations in Utah to fish, 
demonstrate their favorite lures and fishing techniques, and swap fishing stories with those who 
attend!  
 
The festival runs from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., but fishing equipment 
will be available beginning at 7 
a.m.  Festival activities include 
free boat rides; a sail-boat 
regatta; a canoeing workshop 
and excursions; a fishing 
simulator; vendor booths, and 
face painting and art activities 
for the kids.  Free hot dogs, 
snow cones, popcorn, apples and 
water will be provided by the 
cities of Provo, American Fork, 
Orem, Springville and 
Santaquin.  You can also enter a 
fishing contest for a chance to 
win a $300 gift certificate from Cabelas. 
 
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., there is no fee to visit Utah Lake State Park and the festival.  The festival 
offers a chance to get outside and enjoy Utah Lake, experience its many recreational opportunities 
and offerings, and learn about the lake’s ecosystem and its native species. 
 
For more information about the festival, please visit www.junesuckerrecovery.org or contact 
Bethany at (801) 364-0088, ext. 109. 
 
 



NORTHEASTERN UTAH 
Three Free Fishing Day events for kids of all ages will be held in northeastern Utah. 
 
Events: 
Pelican Lake, Uintah County, 8 a.m. to noon.  Sponsored by the Bureau of Land Management, 
XRQ 94 Radio and the DWR. 
 
Moose Ponds, Daggett County, 9 a.m. to noon.  Sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service and the 
DWR. 
 
Lower Stillwater Ponds on Rock Creek, Duchesne County.  Should run from 9 a.m. to noon.  
Sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service and the DWR. 
   
Participants should bring their own fishing poles if they have them, but a limited number of poles 
will be available at the Pelican Lake and Moose Pond sites for those who don’t have a pole but 
would like to try fishing.  Fishing demonstrations will also be provided at the Pelican Lake and 
Moose Pond events. 
 
All three events are “fun” events, and the organizers have arraigned for prizes and other give-
aways for the younger children that drop by. 
 

For more information, contact any of the sponsors or the DWR’s Vernal office at (435) 781-9453. 
 

SOUTHWESTERN UTAH  
CEDAR CITY 
The Division of Wildlife Resources will sponsor a fishing event at Kid’s Pond on the Wood’s 
Ranch from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Kids 12 years of age and younger are invited to come to the pond and fish for free.  A fishing 
license is not required, and fishing equipment will be available for kids who don’t have their own 
equipment.  DWR personnel and volunteers will also be available to help kids fish. 
 
Kids Pond is 12 miles outside of Cedar City, up Cedar Canyon (SR-14) above the Wood’s Ranch 
pavilion. 
 
For more information, call the DWR’s Cedar City office at (435) 865-6100. 
 
 
Tip  
 If you fish on June 7, you may want to fish at a lake or a reservoir.  That’s where most of the 
fish stocked for Free Fishing Day will be placed, says Roger Wilson, cold water sport fisheries 
coordinator for the Division of Wildlife Resources. 



Utah’s community fishing ponds are another good place to consider fishing on June 7.  
Depending on where you live, a community pond might be just a few 
minutes away.  To learn more about Utah’s community fishing ponds, 
please visit www.wildlife.utah.gov/cf/ .    
 
Reminder 

Wilson reminds you that while no license is required to fish on 
June 7, all of the other rules in the 2008 Utah Fishing Guidebook will 
still be in effect.  All anglers, especially those who might be fishing 
for the first time, are encouraged to obtain a copy of the guidebook 
and learn the rules. 
 The guidebook is available at the DWR’s Web site 
(wildlife.utah.gov/guidebooks) and from fishing license agents and 
DWR offices. 
 
 For more information about Free Fishing Day, call the nearest 

Division of Wildlife Resources office or the DWR’s Salt Lake City office at (801) 538-4700. 
 
 
Buy Deer and Elk Permits 
Permits available starting June 12 
 

If you don’t have a permit to hunt buck deer in Utah this fall, your next chance to get one 
begins June 12.  That’s when permits not taken in this year’s big game draw go on sale. 

Most of Utah’s buck deer permits were taken in the draw, but more than 9,300 Northern 
Region rifle and muzzleloader, and 6,600 statewide general archery permits, are still available. 

Bull elk permits to hunt during Utah’s general season also go on sale June 12. 
 You can buy a permit starting at 8 a.m. at the DWR’s Web site (wildlife.utah.gov) and from 
DWR offices and more than 350 hunting license agents across Utah. 
 
When should you buy a permit? 

While you shouldn’t wait for weeks to buy your permit, you probably don’t need to buy one 
the moment they go on sale either. 

“The morning of June 12 will probably be a busy morning on our Web site,” says Judi 
Tutorow, wildlife licensing coordinator for the DWR.  “Once the site reaches the maximum 
number of people it can serve, a message will pop up indicating the site has reached its full 
capacity. 

“If that happens to you, try buying your permit later in the morning or in the afternoon.  You 
can probably even buy it later that week.” 
 
When did permits sell out in 2007? 

Buck deer permits to hunt during Utah’s general archery hunt were the first permits to sell 
out last year.  They sold out on July 23, a month before the 2007 archery season began. 



Northern Region rifle and muzzleloader permits were the next to go.  They sold out on Aug. 
21.  That was one month before the start of the muzzleloader hunt and two months before the start 
of the rifle hunt. 

General bull elk permits sold out on Oct. 3.  The general bull elk hunt started Oct. 6. 
      
 For more information, call the nearest Division of Wildlife Resources office or the DWR’s 
Salt Lake City office at (801) 538-4700. 
 
  BLM Sets Meeting of National Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board for June 30 in Reno 
The Bureau of Land Management’s National Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board will meet on 
Monday, June 30, 2008, in Reno, Nevada, to discuss issues relating to the management, protection, 
and control of wild horses and burros on Western public rangelands.  The one-day meeting will 
take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., local time, at the Silver Legacy Resort Casino. 
 
The Advisory Board provides input and advice to the BLM as it carries out its responsibilities 
under the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act.  The law mandates the protection, 
management, and control of these free-roaming animals in a manner that ensures healthy herds at 
levels consistent with the land’s capacity to support them.  The BLM manages about 33,000 wild 
horses and burros that roam BLM-managed rangelands in 10 Western states. 
 
The public may address the Advisory Board at the June 30 meeting at an appropriate point in the 
agenda, which is expected to be about 3 p.m., local time.  Individuals who want to make a 
statement should register with the BLM by noon on the day of the meeting at the meeting site 
(Silver Legacy Resort Casino, 407 North Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada 89501; phone number: 
775–329–4777).  Depending on the number of speakers, the Board may limit the length of 
presentations, set at three minutes for previous meetings. 
 
The agenda of the meeting can be found in the May 19, 2008, Federal Register.  Speakers must 
submit a written copy of their statement to the BLM at the meeting; those who would like to 
comment but are unable to attend may submit a written statement by June 25, 2008, to: Bureau of 
Land Management, National Wild Horse and Burro Program, WO-260, Attention: Ramona 
DeLorme, 1340 Financial Boulevard, Reno, Nevada, 89502-7147. Comments may also be e-
mailed to: Ramona_DeLorme@blm.gov. Those submitting comments electronically should 
include the identifier “WH&B” in the subject of their message and their name and address in the 
body of the message. 
 
For additional information regarding the meeting, please contact Ramona DeLorme, Wild Horse 
and Burro Administrative Assistant, at 775-861-6583. Individuals who use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD) may reach Ms. DeLorme at any time by calling the Federal Information 
Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
 
The Advisory Board meets at least two times a year and the BLM Director may call additional 
meetings when necessary.  Members serve without salary, but are reimbursed for travel and per 
diem expenses according to government travel regulations. 
 



The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages more land – 258 million 
surface acres – than any other Federal agency.  Most of this public land is located in 12 Western 
states, including Alaska. The Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 
million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.  The BLM’s multiple-use 
mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of 
present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as 
outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by 
conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on the public lands. 


